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ABSTRACT: An issue gaining prominence in our urban environments in the notion of lost space, the undesirable urban 
areas that are in need of redesign, commonly caused by a focus on development as individual architectural entities, 
without a greater view of the urban environment as a holistic entity.  
Within the context of South East Queensland, the suburb of Fortitude Valley has been earmarked for development as an 
extension of the current CBD. With lost and disused spaces already existing throughout the suburb due to rapid growth 
and mismatched developments, recent planning regimes have proposed rejuvenation in the form of proposals that echo 
typologies from other Australian regions, such as the laneway typology from Melbourne. Opportunities exist in these 
spaces for design approaches that relate specifically to the individual and unique subtropical character of the area. 
This research explores the relationship between innovative approaches towards urban greenery as a means to rejuvenate 
lost and disused public space, and its suitability within a subtropical climate, specifically focused within the suburb of 
Fortitude Valley. A trend gaining prominence is the notion of biophilic cities; cities that integrate urban greenery as a 
means to provide vibrant public spaces, and meet the growing aesthetic, social, cultural and economic needs of our cities.  
Through analysis of case studies showcasing greenery in an inventive way, observations of public using subtropical 
public space, and a discussion of the current policy frameworks at place within Fortitude Valley, innovative uses of urban 
greenery is proposed as viable placemaking technique in subtropical urban environments. 
Keywords: lost space, disused space, South East Queensland, Fortitude Valley, rejuvenation, subtropical, placemaking, 
biophilia, urban greenery, innovative design
INTRODUCTION  
Fast paced development, in conjunction with a focus 
on the automobile and public transportation systems has 
led to cities developing into disjointed urban 
environments. Due to this fragmented development of 
urban milieus, underused and deteriorating spaces have 
formed, creating cracks in what should be a unified city 
environment. For designers, it is these lost spaces that 
provide interesting opportunities to reclaim crucial land 
within our city centres, and introduce new social and 
symbolic spaces to regenerate the city and its character.  
The notion of lost space has been discussed broadly 
in literature. Whilst there is thorough analysis of how lost 
space occurs, there is little development in regards to 
specific solutions. Whilst Jane Jacobs first discussed the 
concept behind the idea of lost space in her 1961 text 
“The Death and Life of Great American Cities”, in which 
she outlined societies incompetency to create viable 
urban settings that integrate automobile uses with the 
urban fabric successfully, it was Roger Trancik who first 
developed this concept into the term ‘lost space’. Within 
his text, ‘Finding Lost Space: Theories of Urban Design’ 
(1986), Trancik discussed in great detail the negative 
impact the automobile has had upon the urban fabric of 
cities, particularly in regards to the displacement of focus 
on external functional space towards internal building 
organization. As stated by Trancik, “we have 
transformed the city of collective spaces into a city of 
private icons” (1986, 17). This has in turn forced city 
dwellers to create a social life based on personal, 
controllable territory, instead of engaging with 
community existence centred around the street; a 
substantial criteria within placemaking ideologies 
(Trancik 1986). 
This emphasis on internal environments, in 
conjunction with an increased focus on vehicular 
transportation systems, resulted in these ‘lost spaces’; 
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“the undesirable urban areas that are in need of redesign 
– antispaces, making no positive contribution to the 
surroundings or users” (Trancik 1986, 3). These spaces 
are typically ill defined, and fail to connect elements in a 
coherent way. Examples of such spaces are given as 
surface parking lots, edges of freeways, abandoned 
waterfronts, train yards, deteriorated parks, and forgotten 
laneways. Lost space can even include lifeless walls of 
buildings, or poor linkages between the ground plane and 
high-rise buildings (Trancik 1986, 3). It is necessary to 
rethink this mono-functional realm of infrastructure, 
discusses Mossop, stating, “it is time to engage with 
these landscapes that have been so poorly served by 
design. They have been a kind of shadow city, inhabited 
only by default” (2006, 173).  
Within the context of South East Queensland, the 
fastest growing region in Australia, fractures are already 
becoming apparent in the inner urban fabric of the capital 
city, Brisbane. Whilst some of these ‘lost spaces’ are 
earmarked for redevelopment and rejuvenation by 
taskforces such as ‘Urban Renewal Brisbane’, design 
approaches commonly lack an ingrained understanding 
of the unique aspects of these lost spaces that could 
potentially inform a greater, more sensitive and 
innovative way of use. The subtropical character of these 
environments is sometimes disregarded when 
approaching the rejuvenation of lost or disused public 
space, in favour for proposals that mimic typologies from 
other (climatic) regions in Australia, such as the 
Melbourne laneway typology (Feeney 2012). Whilst such 
proposals may seem a viable option for the rejuvenation 
of lost and disused spaces, they lack an embedded 
connection to the specific place, and character of the 
space itself.  
Inspired by a key aspect of subtropical environments, 
vegetation, the notion of incorporating greenery into 
urban environments is providing to be a beneficial tool in 
not only enhancing public space visually, but also within 
its function. The widespread benefits of greenery in 
urban environments has been widely discussed, primarily 
stemming from the term ‘biophilia’ which refers to the 
hypothesis developed by Edward Wilson in which 
“nature holds the key to our aesthetic, intellectual, 
cognitive and even spiritual satisfaction” (1984). Humans 
seem to have an instinctive connection with other living 
systems, becoming a “paradoxical part of the human 
spirit” (1984, 10). This hypothesis has found its way into 
the architectural realm as a way to improve the built 
environment. Whilst the incorporation of greenery in 
public spaces is unmistakably already a popular notion, 
the opportunities involved with incorporating innovative 
uses of greenery, particularly into lost and disused space 
as a placemaking technique, is currently undervalued.  
The purpose of this study is to decipher the 
successfulness of innovative uses of greenery in 
previously lost or disused spaces, through case study 
analyses of proposals against public place theories. These 
case studies are coupled with observations in regards to 
the responsiveness of the public to greenery in urban 
public spaces in an inner city suburb of Brisbane. The 
findings of this research contribute towards a greater 
body of research in aid of a possible development of a 
new framework for the treatment of these lost and 
disused spaces in subtropical urban environments, with 
particular focus upon the Fortitude Valley suburb of 
Brisbane. 
EXISTING LITERATURE 
With the increasing urban populations across the 
world, inner city lost space is an essential aspect in 
creating a more compact and collective urban pattern. 
When discussing urban environments and public spaces, 
it is crucial to understand that there is more to a city than 
its buildings (Gehl 2010). Streets and in between spaces 
should be spatial entities, rather than what is merely left 
over after the buildings are built. An understanding of the 
importance of these public spaces between buildings is 
crucial to positive urban design within city environments 
in the future. An in-depth background study into urban 
public space theories, alongside research in regards to 
biophilic benefits within urban environments, provides 
theoretical insight into successful public spaces and how 
these can be enhanced through urban greenery.  As 
public space plays an important role in the social, 
environmental and economic fabric of all cities, for a 
public place to succeed it is essential the space provide 
appropriate facilitation of the needs of the users, and a 
connection to the place in which the public space is 
located. For this reason, the following theoretical 
research is discussed in regards to two greater categories; 
the needs in public space, and placemaking in public 
space. 
Needs In Public Space 
The value of public space as areas for people to use in 
a magnitude of ways is vital in ensuring public spaces 
can function to serve societies needs. As discussed by 
Sieh and Tiesdell, “good places have good connectivity, 
mixed uses, active frontages and are pedestrian friendly. 
More than this however, good places are sustainable and 
successful: they are places where people want to live, 
work, rest, play and invest” (2010, 39). Discussing public 
space from a human perspective, Sieh and Tiesdell 
(2010) continue to discuss the symbolic function of 
public space, and how value should be placed on these 
spaces due to the interaction within day-to-day life it 
facilitates.  
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This notion of designing for the human perspective is 
supported by Carr, Francis, Rivlin and Stone (1992), who 
discuss the importance of public places functioning to 
serve these needs. An understanding of public places, 
and their use by people is essential in order to speculate 
and design for such qualities. Carr, et. al. (1992) calls 
attention to the needs for spaces that are comfortable and 
properly oriented, spaces that account for people’s needs 
in public spaces; focusing predominantly on the areas of 
comfort, relaxation, passive engagement with the 
environment, active engagement with the environment, 
and discovery. The place itself must provide the 
stimulation that enables users’ interest to endure for an 
extended period of time, or the space will fail (Carr et. al. 
1992). Gehl (2010) promotes similar ideologies within 
his discussion of the lively city and the lifeless city. Gehl 
states that “life is a city space is all-encompassing: from 
momentary glances to minor events, to the largest 
collective manifestations. Walking through common city 
space can be a goal in itself – but also a beginning” 
(2010, 29). This supports the notion that there is a crucial 
link between the human dimension and how one 
perceives the general quality of city space. Through the 
treatment of city edges and to activate street frontages, 
minor changes that can impact ones perception of a space 
can reinstall new life into an urban environment (Gehl 
2010). Through renovation of a single space, people are 
invited to a totally new pattern of use (Gehl 2010).  
Urban greenery can be used as a way to respond to 
this aspect of human perspective; Kaplan, Kaplan and 
Ryan’s text ‘With People in Mind’ (1998) discusses the 
role of everyday nature as a means to enhance and 
provide interest in every day life. As discussed by 
Kaplan, Kaplan and Ryan, “people tend to be fascinated 
with natural processes, such as growth, succession, 
predation, and even survival itself” (1998, 20). Using 
greenery to reinforce the areas of comfort, relaxation, 
passive engagement, active engagement and discovery 
can help reduce stress and refresh the mind. By providing 
restorative settings experienced through greenery, one 
can recover from the “mental fatigue of urban life” 
(Kaplan, Kaplan and Ryan 1998). This notion of 
restorative benefits is supported by Brengman, Joye, 
Willems and Wolf (2009) who discuss the healing effects 
greenery has upon human individuals. By emotionally 
relating to natural elements in positive ways, the mind is 
able to refresh and restore the ability to focus and direct 
attention (Brengman et.al. 2009). This is also echoed by 
Kellert (2005), who documents the diverse psychological 
and health related benefits of peoples contacts with 
nature; including reductions in stress, increased peace of 
mind, enhanced coping mechanisms, improved physical 
fitness and greater creativity levels. With studies 
showing that green environments are consistently 
preferred over non-green urban settings or environments 
dominated by artefacts, there is substantial evidence to 
promote the use of greenery as a strategic tool, 
particularly within urban environments (Kellert 2005). 
Placemaking in Public Space 
An important aspect of public space design is the 
structure and underlying dynamic activity; it is crucial to 
conceptualise fully what the meaning of place within an 
urban environment means. The notion of placemaking 
and sensory experience in relation to how one perceives a 
space reinforces the importance that activities, events and 
the sites’ relationship to the greater context holds in 
regards to influencing ones perception.   
Jane Jacobs’ ‘The Death and Life of Great American 
Cities’ (1961) discusses the notion of placemaking within 
cities as fuelled by intricate and close-grained diversity 
of uses that give each other constant, mutual support. 
Urban quality is produced through this mutual 
relationship, thus the cities are given the capability of 
providing something for everybody (1961). This layer of 
supported activity within urban environments creates 
lively, diverse and intense cities, which “contain the 
seeds of their own regeneration, with energy enough to 
carry over for problems and needs outside themselves” 
(1961, 448). Kevin Lynch discusses this concept 
somewhat similarly in ‘The Image of the City’ (1960), 
stating that this support network is based upon the 
inhabitants individual perceptions. As stated by Lynch, 
“nothing is experienced by itself, but always in relation 
to its surrounding, the sequences of events leading up to 
it, the memory of past experiences” (1960, 1). Lynch 
discusses the notion of individuals producing ‘mental 
maps’ which use their sense to decipher if a space is 
inviting or successful (Lynch 1960). This discussion 
positions public space as an object that must have some 
meaning to the observer, fuelling further production of 
properties that can create such meaning; the use of paths, 
edges, districts, nodes and landmarks within urban 
environments (Lynch 1960). The outcome of Lynch’s 
discussion is a spaces ability to change, its open-
endedness, and the opportunity for individuals to 
“continue to investigate and organise reality” (1960, 9). 
This notion of a connected network within a city 
environment can be achieved through the incorporation 
of greenery. As discussed by Wall (1988), landscape 
within urban environments can be seen as an active 
surface, which structures the conditions for new 
relationships and interactions among the things it 
supports. Wall emphasises the urban surface as dynamic 
and responsive; “like a catalytic emulsion, the surface 
literally unfolds events in time” (1988, 233). Through 
looking at urban greenery as a network of connected 
spaces, “it allows for the transformation of the ground-
plane into a living, connective tissue between 
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METHODOLOGY
Whilst it is invigorating to see government initiatives 
supporting the rejuvenation of disused and lost space 
within Brisbane, current proposals tend to disregard the 
unique, subtropical character of the region.  
In order to develop a greater body of knowledge in 
regards to the opportunities for incorporating innovative 
uses of greenery into the Fortitude Valley environment, 
research investigations focus on analysing exemplars in 
which greenery has been used to rejuvenate a previously 
lost or disused space. There is a growing body of projects 
that incorporate the reinvigoration of lost or disused 
space through the integration of urban greenery, however 
many of these are located in an international context, 
displaying different climatic, cultural and social values to 
those apparent within the subtropical environment of 
South East Queensland. This research paper aims to 
analyse these projects purely based on their success and 
approach towards what was a lost space, and their 
incorporation of greenery in an innovative way. In order 
to gather suitable knowledge on the appropriateness of 
greenery in a subtropical environment, public spaces in 
Fortitude Valley have been observed and analysed in 
order to gain an understanding in regards to how 
greenery informs a change of use within a subtropical 
public space. 
Case Study Analysis Framework 
An analysis framework has been developed to assess 
the case studies to ensure a thorough understanding in 
regards to how greenery can be used, and how it is 
relevant to reinvigorating dense urban environments. For 
the purpose of this study, the analysis framework has 
been developed based upon past studies undertaken by 
experts within the public space and placemaking fields. 
Table 1 outlines the analysis framework, including 
informing literature and greater explanation of each 
criterion. 
Case Study Analysis Criteria 
Public Space Needs 
Connectivity Connections to 
outside uses, and 
uses within the 
space
Sieh and 
Tiesdell, 2010 
Mixture of 
Uses 
Multifaceted 
approach towards 
space design and 
use
Sieh and 
Tiesdell, 2010 
Stimulation Arousal of the 
user experience 
Carr, Francis, 
Rivlin and Stone, 
1992 
Ingrained 
Understanding 
of Use 
In depth 
development and 
understanding of 
previous use, and 
the needs 
associated with 
the space 
Carr, Francis, 
Rivlin and Stone, 
1992 
Human 
Dimension 
Scale appropriate 
design 
Gehl, 2010 
Renovation of 
Use 
Innovative and 
respectable 
reinvigoration of 
use
Gehl, 2010 
Placemaking Techniques
Web of 
Diversity 
Multiple layers of 
activity and 
purpose within the 
greater space 
Jacobs, 1961 
Relationship to 
Surroundings 
Physical and 
mental 
connections to 
surrounding uses 
Lynch, 1960 
Psychological 
Dimension 
Meaning to the 
observer, 
interpretation of 
image 
Montgomery, 
1998 
Social 
Dimension 
Understanding of 
social groups and 
purposes – who 
uses the space? 
Montgomery, 
1998 
Cultural 
Dimension 
Response to 
unique local 
conditions 
Montgomery, 
1998 
Interchange of 
Ideas / 
Experiences 
Open arena to 
facilitate 
communication 
Bain, Gray and 
Rodgers, 2012 
Sensory 
Experience 
Experience 
extending to sight, 
sound, touch, 
smell and taste 
 Montgomery, 
1998 
Table 1: Case Study Analysis Criteria.
Case Study Selection 
The below case studies have been chosen for the 
purpose of this research, as they each represent a unique 
and innovative approach towards the rejuvenation of a 
previously underused or lost space. The case studies 
range from permanent and fixed structures, through to 
greenery initiatives that are transportable and mobile. 
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embody.  
- Mobile aspects allow community use 
during down times, with the primary 
purpose of the space (as a service bay) 
reinstated during applicable hours. This 
creates a more effective and useful 
urban environment. 
Human 
Dimension 
- Concept is focused around enhancing 
street life, and provided spaces for the 
public to call their own. 
- Cultivation of a pedestrian lifestyle in 
an urban core. 
Renovation of 
Use 
- The change in use improves 
walkability, pedestrian environments 
and perceptions of streetscapes. 
Placemaking Techniques 
Web of 
Diversity 
- The greater Parklet scheme involves 
creating a large number within certain 
areas, with locations of each easily 
available – creating a holistic entity of 
small public spaces across the city in 
what seem to be unusable spaces. 
Relationship 
to 
Surroundings 
- Design tailored to the street and its 
uses
- General inspired, designed, initiated, 
built and planted by locals who 
understand the area and the street 
environment 
Psychological 
Dimensions 
- Psychologically, the innovative 
approach towards the reuse of a parking 
space creates inspiration within the 
minds of users 
- The integration of naturalistic 
elements into a heavily urbanised and 
concrete realm creates a refreshing 
approach towards public space design 
Social 
Dimensions 
- The initiatives helps connect members 
of the community, and refashion a 
typical way of use 
- Innovative solutions to small and 
disused spaces are promoted, creating 
greater public awareness and larger 
opportunities for enhanced 
environments 
Cultural 
Dimensions 
- The bottom up approach towards 
Parklets helps create a new dynamic 
within the community, enhancing local 
identity 
Interchange of 
Ideas / 
Experiences 
- Beautify areas where community 
members can congregate 
- Facilitates interaction between 
community members in a way that 
enhances discussion of innovative 
approaches towards public space 
- Begins a conversation in regards to 
what city inhabitants really want  
Sensory 
Experience 
- Biophilic elements respond to all 
sensory experiences; the smell, touch, 
taste, sound and sight of the greenery. 
OBSERVATION RESULTS 
Brunswick Street Mall 
The below dot points discuss the observations made 
while watching the public use Brunswick Street Mall. 
The findings have also been mapped to display the 
information clearly. 
 The public tend to gather in areas close to 
clusters of greenery, particularly at either end of 
Brunswick Street Mall. 
 Generally, the public do not sit and stay in 
Brunswick Street Mall, but rather gather and 
then move elsewhere. 
 When travelling through the mall, the public 
tend to predominantly walk a route that is close 
to greenery at the western end, before walking 
through the central walkway at the eastern end 
of the Mall. 
 Patrons dining outside of restaurants and bars, 
when given the choice tend to sit closer to 
planter boxes, despite these locations being 
closer to the main public thoroughfare 
 Public do not tend to gather in the central “core” 
of the Brunswick Street Mall, but prefer to 
gather at either end of the strip 
 When travelling through the “core”, the public 
predominantly choose the route that travels 
close to the greenery barrier near the stage. 
Figure 9. Brunswick Street Mall Observation Analysis
China Town Mall 
Observations of the public using China Town Mall 
has also been listed in dot point form, along with a 
mapping exercise to clearly display the findings.  
PUBLIC GATHERING 
PUBLIC TRAVELLING 
OUTDOOR DINING ZONES 
CONCENTRATION OF PUBLIC DINING 
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  Greater body of public appear to sit and 
contemplate in the China Town Mall when 
compared to the Brunswick Street Mall. 
 Sitting locations of the public, including 
smokers, tend to be around key greenery areas, 
most likely due to lack of exposure to the main 
thoroughfare path 
 Despite the western end being a shared traffic 
zone, the public gather near greenery elements 
on the outskirts. 
 Patrons dining outside of restaurants and bars, 
when given the choice tend to sit closer to 
planter boxes, despite these locations being 
closer to the main public thoroughfare 
 Public travelling through the Mall tend to walk 
along the outskirts, in areas shaded by greenery 
or sculptural devices. 
 Public tend to be attracted to areas with larger 
trees (providing shade), than shorter and smaller 
landscaping.  
Figure 10. China Town Mall Observation Analysis 
DISCUSSION 
The aforementioned analysis of case studies and 
observations provide new insights in to the opportunities 
for greenery initiatives as a placemaking tool in public 
space in Fortitude Valley, as well as possible innovative 
greenery strategies to be used to rejuvenate lost and 
disused space. The following discussion has been 
examined in three parts; 
 The initial, key findings from the 
aforementioned case studies and observations; 
 How these findings can be transposed into the 
context, and future direction of Fortitude Valley 
as a subtropical urban area, focusing on how 
these initiatives support and can be integrated 
into the key policy aspects behind Urban 
Renewal Brisbane; and 
 Earmarking and discussion of possible 
integration and installation of such initiatives in 
specific lost and / or disused space in Fortitude 
Valley. 
Determined through the case study analysis of a 
variety of innovative approaches towards lost and 
disused space, it has been found that urban greenery is a 
relevant approach towards rejuvenating dense inner city 
lost space. Integration of greenery into public spaces 
helps meet various principles of successful public space 
design, particularly within the aspect of placemaking, 
whilst also incorporating the benefits associated purely 
with greenery on its own (‘biophilia’). The 
psychological, social and cultural benefits associated 
with greenery improve the public’s perceptions of the 
public space, creating unique, successful and relevant 
public space design.  Innovative uses of lost or disused 
space must be sensitive to the space’s previous purpose, 
as well as the local community’s needs, in order for an 
enhanced connection to occur. The human connection 
with greenery has the ability to enhance ones relationship 
to public space. Through incorporating greenery into 
public space, in conjunction with the already established, 
ingrained relationship between humans and greenery 
outlined within the biophilia hypothesis, meaningful 
spaces that provide innovative approaches can transpire. 
Opportunities exist in these spaces for more meaningful 
relationships across a variety of urban scales, with spatial 
and experiential qualities that are immeasurable to the 
user.  
Research findings have also shown there is a direct 
relationship between the integration of greenery in 
subtropical public space, and how the public tend to use 
these spaces due to this relationship. In both cases of the 
observations, the public tend to (whether intentionally or 
inadvertently) alter their path through public spaces, 
based on the application of greenery. During times where 
a user may be waiting, sitting or dwelling in a public 
space, the location in which this takes place is also highly 
reactive to the incorporation of greenery in the public 
space. This is most likely due to sense of safety, cover or 
shelter that may be associated with various levels of 
greenery. The subtropical climate, a key factor in this 
study, tends to enhance this relationship. The typically 
clear weather and moderate temperatures associated with 
subtropical climates enhance the need to associate ones 
comfort (in terms of body temperature) with surrounding 
shade devices, which in most public spaces is provided 
by greenery. This is also supported by larger 
congregations of the public occurring within areas of 
dense greenery, rather than smaller or softer landscaping. 
PUBLIC GATHERING 
PUBLIC TRAVELLING 
OUTDOOR DINING ZONES 
CONCENTRATION OF PUBLIC DINING 
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Integration and Relationship to Fortitude Valley 
Policy Framework 
As discussed previously within the body of research, 
Fortitude Valley is currently earmarked for development 
as a continuation of the Brisbane CBD, and is currently 
undergoing urban regeneration projects that enhance the 
urban environment associated with Fortitude Valley. 
Whilst there are several ‘laneway’ proposals for 
Fortitude Valley, these are still currently under 
construction. For this reason, Brisbane’s first rejuvenated 
and now functioning laneway, Burnett Lane, has been 
briefly analysed against the case study framework to 
pinpoint which aspects of public space are currently 
lacking in these developments. 
Public Space Needs 
Connectivity - Creates a connection between Albert Street 
and George Street; a link which was 
previously unusable by the public 
Mixture of Uses - Predominantly provides hospitality 
functions (cafes, etc), alongside the key 
access use. 
Stimulation - Use of different colours and artworks to 
provide stimulation 
Ingrained 
Understanding 
of Use 
- Sometimes misunderstands why the public 
would use the space; still places too much 
emphasis on the access purpose of the 
laneway, stamping out other users at times. 
- Lacks innovation in finding a way to take 
advantage of the unique climate in Brisbane 
Human 
Dimension 
- Space is designed around truck and car 
access (despite this only being needed for a 
few hours each day), and at times lacks the 
human perspective.  
Renovation of 
Use
- The space has not necessarily been 
renovated; just made more accessible. The 
original purpose is still associated. 
Placemaking Techniques 
Web of 
Diversity 
- Simplistic layers of social and economic 
functions. 
Relationship to 
Surroundings 
- Some artworks relate to the namesake of 
Burnett Lane, James Charles Burnett.  
Psychological 
Dimensions 
- Unique artwork creates an interesting 
environment within the CBD of Brisbane. 
- Begins to establish a sense of escape, but 
does not quite achieve this. 
Social 
Dimensions 
- Provides opportunities for interactions at 
cafes. 
Cultural 
Dimensions 
- Provides some educational aspects into the 
history of who the lane was named after. 
Interchange of 
Ideas / 
Experiences 
- Opportunities provided only in cafe 
settings; no real opportunities for out of the 
box experiences. 
Sensory 
Experience 
- Sight, sound and smell are the predominant 
sense within Burnett Lane due to artwork 
and cafe surroundings. Other senses are 
disregarded, or only achieved minimally.  
It has been found that these laneway approaches 
undervalue the opportunities associated with lost and 
disused space in Brisbane, focusing predominantly on 
simplistic outcomes that do not effectively create a 
relationship to the individual context of each site. By 
using greenery as a technique to achieve and enhance 
placemaking within these urban spaces, frameworks can 
be improved to provide more social, economically and 
physically sustainable urban spaces. The following 
discussion aims to first discuss how these innovative 
ideas can be integrated within the current framework in 
Fortitude Valley, and to also outline some opportunities 
within the suburb for these proposals. 
Urban Regeneration Brisbane (URB), the taskforce 
behind urban regeneration schemes within the inner 5 
kilometres of Brisbane, are responsible for preparing 
strategies and planning frameworks that embody 
“sustainable urban design right through from the 
overarching urban structure, down to neighbourhood 
level and local placemaking” (Urban Renewal Brisbane 
2011, 6). The following discussion aims to; 
 Examine the existing URB framework, which 
has informed such policies as the ‘Fortitude 
Valley Neighbourhood Plan’ and the ‘Vibrant 
Laneways and Small Spaces Program’; 
 Determine the similarities between the strategies 
of the URB framework, and the outputs of urban 
greenery initiatives as found within this body of 
research; and 
 Propose innovative urban greenery approaches 
as an initiative to meet the requirements of the 
URB strategies, with basic proposals for urban 
greenery initiatives moving forward. 
The URB framework places emphasis on urban 
environments at a variety of scales; from master planned 
areas with interlinked uses, down to the character of 
small urban spaces. These key strategies can be grouped 
into two sections; the quality of spaces, and governance. 
The key strategies under these sections are paramount to 
the success of the URB’s proposed positive urban 
environments; 
 High quality architecture and public spaces 
 Local character 
 Mixed uses 
 Green infrastructure 
 Creativity and cultural expression 
 Placemaking 
 Urban consolidation 
 Sustainable urban governance 
 Relationships and involvement with 
key stakeholders 
 Engagement with the community 
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Case study exemplars can provide a starting point for 
innovative greenery installations. Laneways provide 
opportunities for reinvigoration through the incorporation 
of Parklets, which have been designed to facilitate the 
unique and specific needs of the laneway. Practical 
aspects, such as servicing needs are able to be facilitated 
through the mobile aspect of the greenery initiative. 
Historical structures, such as the walls of existing 
heritage buildings provide opportunities to enhance the 
unique, mix matched architecture within Fortitude Valley 
through the contrast of greenery. Vacant green spaces 
and corner sites have the chance to be revived through 
small community gardens that improve the residents’ 
perception and relationship to the site. Endless 
opportunities exist to revitalise, rejuvenate and inspire a 
new urban life in Fortitude Valley. Creating a sense of 
place through greenery techniques provides valuable 
opportunities to enhance social, political and 
environmental aspects associated with dense urban 
environments.   
CONCLUSION 
This research study has aimed to provide an 
exploration into the use of greenery as a placemaking 
tool, with particular focus on innovative uses of greenery 
and its ability to reinvigorate lost and disused space. 
Through the examination of case studies and 
observations of the public in subtropical public space, 
relationships between the impact of greenery within 
subtropical environments, and the success of innovative 
approaches towards lost and disused space design has 
been established. With vegetation seen as a key attribute 
in subtropical public space, using greenery as a solution 
to poor public space design provides opportunities for 
future proposals. Analysis of current Fortitude Valley 
policy frameworks has provided an understanding of how 
innovative urban greenery initiatives can succeed in 
meeting these strategies. Mapping of lost and disused 
spaces in Fortitude Valley, in conjunction with 
opportunities for possible installations in such spaces, 
based on the analysis and information presented within 
this body of research, aims to create a wider public 
discussion in regards to the future of these under looked 
spaces and how they can be reinvigorated for public use. 
Limitations 
Due to the limited time constraints associated with 
this study, this research has been strictly limited to 
ensure only appropriate depth into the chosen field of 
study. Observations and research focuses predominantly 
on the relationship between the use of public space and 
urban greenery, thus in turn neglects other urban design 
elements, such as street furniture, materials, shading 
devices and so forth. Whilst it would also be beneficial to 
physically apply the outcomes and findings of this 
research in a detailed, physical design proposal for a lost 
or disused space in Fortitude Valley, time and funding 
constraints prevent this from occurring. Instead, basic 
propositions for lost space “types” have been noted.  
Implications for Further Research 
The findings of this study provide many opportunities 
for further study. Whilst innovative use of greenery has 
proven to be successful in many cases, it may not be 
entirely appropriate in some climates. Further studies 
into how the public use public space in relation to 
greenery elements could be undertaken in different 
climates, to provide a wider range of analysis for 
comparison. Whilst this study maps current lost and 
disused space in Fortitude Valley, additional study could 
further analyse the specific needs of particular lost spaces 
in Fortitude Valley. This analysis could help develop a 
framework for establishing where varying levels of 
innovative greenery initiatives could occur.  
With imminent redevelopment and rejuvenation on 
the horizon for the Fortitude Valley suburb, it is essential 
that vibrant public spaces are provided for the greater 
community; public spaces that understand the underlying 
use, place and purpose of each individual space, and its 
relationship to the greater community. Opportunities 
exist in the lost and disused spaces of subtropical urban 
environments across the world for innovative approaches 
that enhance the natural, subtropical environment of the 
region. With renovation of these spaces through the 
incorporation of greenery, people are invited to 
experience these spaces in an entirely new and 
stimulating pattern of use, creating lively spaces that 
benefit the greater community physically, socially, 
economically and mentally. 
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APPENDIX 1 
Case Study Resource Information 
The below information outlines the multiple resources used to gather information on the case studies used within the 
research. Resources chosen provide personal experiential descriptions, as well as quantitative data. 
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